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Professor Shane O’Neill 
 
Selected Publications and Invited Presentations 
 

Books and Journal Special Issues 
Recognition Theory as Social Research: Investigating the Dynamics of Social 

Conflict (Palgrave Macmillan 2012), edited with Nicholas H. Smith. 
After the Nation? Critical Reflections on Nationalism and Postnationalism (Palgrave 

Macmillan 2010), edited with Keith Breen. 
Political Theory and Social Hope, Special Issue of Critical Horizons, 9/4 (December 

2008), edited with Nicholas H. Smith. 
Recognition, Equality and Democracy, edited with Jurgen de Wispeleare and Cillian 

McBride (Routledge 2008). Previously appeared as a special Issue of Irish 
Political Studies 22/4 (December 2007). 

Contemporary Social and Political Theory (Open University Press 1999), co-
authored with Fidelma Ashe, Alan Finlayson, Moya Lloyd, Iain MacKenzie and 
James Martin. 

Reconstituting Social Criticism: Political Morality in an Age of Scepticism (Palgrave 
Macmillan and St.Martin’s Press 1999), edited with Iain MacKenzie. 

Impartiality in Context: Grounding Justice in a Pluralist World (State University of 
New York Press 1997). 

Refereed Journal Articles 
‘Social Freedom as the Purpose of the Modern University’, Philosophy and Theory in 

Higher Education 4/1 (January 2022), 1-23, with Nicholas H. Smith 
‘The Demands of Substantive Decolonisation: Brexit, Ireland and the Question of 

(In)justice’ Irish Political Studies 36/1 (February 2021), 149-165. This article 
has also appeared as a chapter in an edited book published by Routledge. 

‘Universities as Instruments of Social Freedom’ Perspectives: Policy and Practice in 
Higher Education, November 2019 (online publication) 

‘Struggles against Injustice: Contemporary Critical Theory and Political Violence’ 
Journal of Global Ethics 6/2 (August 2010), 127-139 

‘Recognition and Redistribution in Theories of Justice Beyond the State’ European 
Journal of Political Theory 29/8 (January 2009) 123-135, with Caroline Walsh 

‘Editors’ Introduction’ Critical Horizons 9/4 (December 2008), 1-3, with Nicholas H. 
Smith 

‘Philosophy, Social Hope and Democratic Criticism’ Critical Horizons 9/4 (December 
2008) 93-110 

‘Theorising Politics’ Irish Political Studies 22/4 (December 2007) 395-410, with 
Cillian McBride and Jurgen de Wispeleare 

‘Critical Theory and Ethno-National Conflict: Assessing Northern Ireland’s Peace 
Process as a Model of Conflict Resolution’ Irish Political Studies 22/4 
(December 2007) 411-432 

‘Are Moderators Moderate?’ Politics 25/3 (September 2005) 191-200, with John 
Garry and Alan J. McCool 
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‘Critical Theory, Democratic Justice and Globalization’ Critical Horizons, 6/1 (2005), 
119-136. Reproduced as Critique Today, Robert Sinnerbrink, Jean-Philippe 
Deranty, Nicholas H. Smith and Peter Schmiedgen (eds) (Brill 2006) 

‘Normative Theory and Constitutional Politics’ Ethnicities 4/4 (December 2004), 561-
571 

‘The Equalization of Effective Communicative Freedom: Democratic Justice in the 
Constitutional State and Beyond’ Canadian Journal of Law and 
Jurisprudence, XV11/1 (January 2004) 83-99 

‘Justice in Ethnically Diverse Societies: A Critique of Political Alienation’ Ethnicities 
3/3 (September 2003) 369-392 

‘Are National Conflicts Reconcilable?’ Constellations: An International Journal of 
Critical and Democratic Theory, 10/1 (March 2003) 75-94 

‘Democratic Theory with Critical Intent’ British Journal of Politics and International 
Relations 4/1 (April 2002) 98-114 

‘Constitutional Reason and Political Identity’ Critical Review of International Social 
and Political Philosophy 4/3 (Autumn 2001) 1-26 

‘Cultural Justice and the Demands of Equal Citizenship’ Theoria 96 (December 
2000), 27-52 

‘The Politics of Inclusive Agreements: Towards a Critical Discourse Theory of 
Democracy’ Political Studies 48, 3 (June 2000), 503-21 

‘Liberty, Equality and the Rights of Cultures: The Marching Controversy at Drumcree’ 
British Journal of Politics and International Relations 2/1 (April 2000), 26-45 

‘An Exchange on Impartiality’: Stanley Fish, ‘Are There Reasons for Self-Revision?’ 
and Shane O’Neill, ‘Self-Revision and the Demands of Justice: Reply to Fish’, 
Jurist: Books-in-Law1/7 (October 1998) 

‘The Idea of an Overlapping Consensus in Northern Ireland: Stretching the Limits of 
Liberalism’ Irish Political Studies 11 (1996) 83-102 

‘Tensions in Rawls’s Liberal Holism’ Philosophy and Social Criticism 22/1 (January 
1996) 27-48 

‘Pluralism and Consensus’ Utilitas 7/2 (November 1995) 340-343 
‘Pluralist Justice and Its Limits: The Case of Northern Ireland’ Political Studies 42/3 

(September 1994) 363-377 (nominated for Hutchinson Prize, awarded 
annually for the best article in this flagship journal of the UK’s Political Studies 
Association) 

‘Morality, Ethical Life and the Persistence of Universalism’ Theory, Culture and 
Society 11/2 (May 1994) 129-149 

Contributions to Edited Volumes 
‘Conflict and Peace in Northern Ireland: A Critical-Theoretical Interpretation’ W B 

Yeats Lecture 2013 (University of Sao Paulo 2014) 
‘Recognition Beyond the State’ in Global Justice and the Politics of Recognition, 

Anthony Burns and Simon Thompson (eds), (Palgrave Macmillan 2013), pp. 
128-142 

‘The Politics of Ethno-National Conflict Regulation’ in Recognition Theory as Social 
Science, Shane O’Neill and Nicholas H. Smith (eds) (Palgrave Macmillan 
2012), pp.149-173 
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‘Humanism and Social Hope’ in Thinking towards Humanity, Eve Garrard and Steve 
de Wijze (eds) (Manchester University Press 2012), pp. 198-210 

‘A Postnationalist Era?’ (with Keith Breen) in After the Nation? (Palgrave Macmillan 
2010), pp. 1-18 

‘Recognition, Equality, Difference: Achieving Democracy in Northern Ireland’ in 
Consociational Theory: McGarry/O’Leary and the Northern Ireland Conflict, 
Rupert Taylor (ed.) (Routledge 2009), pp. 73-86 

‘Democratic Deliberation and Cultural Rights’ in Democracy as Public Deliberation: 
New Perspectives, Maurizio Passerin d’Entrèves (ed.) (Manchester University 
Press 2002) pp. 178-200 

‘Mutual Recognition and the Accommodation of National Diversity’ in Multinational 
Democracies, Alain-G. Gagnon and James Tully (eds) (Cambridge University 
Press 2001) pp. 222-241 

‘Critical Theory Today: An Interview with Thomas McCarthy’ in Pluralism and the 
Pragmatic Turn: The Transformation of Critical Theory, Essays in Honor of 
Thomas McCarthy, William Rehg and James Bohman (eds) (The MIT Press 
2001) pp. 413-429. This is a reprint of an interview conducted with the 
assistance of Nicholas H. Smith that originally appeared as ‘Critical Theory 
Today: An Interview with Thomas McCarthy’ Imprints 2/1 (June 1997), 3-18 

‘Private Irony and the Public Hope of Richard Rorty’s Liberalism’ in Public and 
Private: Political, Legal and Philosophical Perspectives, Maurizio Passerin 
d’Entrèves and Ursula Vogel (eds), (Routledge 2000), pp. 51-67 

‘Pluralism and the Liberal Basis of Democracy’ in Questioning Ireland: Debates in 
Political Philosophy and Public Policy, Joseph Dunne, Frank Litton and 
Attracta Ingram (eds), (Institute for Public Administration 2000), pp. 34-50 

‘Reconstituting Criticism Today’ in Reconstituting Social Criticism: Political Morality in 
an Age of Scepticism, Iain MacKenzie and Shane O’Neill (eds), (Palgrave/ 
Macmillan and St. Martin’s Press 1999), pp. 1-15 

Invited Academic Lectures and Seminars 1998-2000 
2020: Keynote Lecture for Conference on Equality, Diversity and Inclusion in Higher 

Education at the University of Lincoln, 19 February. 
2019: Visiting Lecture at Beijing Foreign Studies University on ‘The Complexities of 

Brexit’, September. 
2019: Public Lecture, Queen’s University Belfast, ‘The Purpose of Universities 

Today’ 14 February 
2019: Keynote Speaker for What Are Universities For? A Conference Celebrating the 

70th Anniversary of Keele University, April 2019 
2018: Plenary Speaker on ‘Justice Beyond Borders and Substantive Decolonisation’; 

at The Politics of Conflict and Transformation, Royal Irish Academy, Dublin 
2018: Inaugural Lecture, Keele University on ‘The University as an Instrument of 

Social Freedom’, May. 
2018: Invited Paper on ‘Post-Colonialism and the Minimization of Human Suffering’, 

International Colloquium on Philosophy and the Social Sciences, Prague, 
May. 

2018: Keynote address at conference on ‘Decolonisation: A New Paradigm for the 
Theory of Global Justice’, Queen’s University Belfast, June. 
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2017: Invited Lecture on ‘Recognition, Self-Determination and Global Justice’, 
Lancaster University 

2017: Grand Challenge Lecture, Keele University on ‘Global Justice as 
Decolonization’, November. 

2016: Invited Lecture as Part of a Visiting Research Professorship at Macquarie 
University, Australia. 

2016: Plenary Address at a Conference on ‘Freedom Today’ at University College 
Dublin. 

2015: Invited Lecture on ‘Comparing Peace Processes in Northern Ireland and 
Colombia’, Universidad de Los Andes in Bogota, Colombia 

2015: Invited Public Lecture on ‘Ongoing Challenges for the Peace Process in 
Northern Ireland’, Universidad de Sergio Arboleda, Bogota, Colombia 

2014: Invited Lecture and Research Seminar at the Department of Philosophy, 
University of Paris X (Nanterre) 

2014: Invited Lecture in the School of Politics, Philosophy and Religion, Lancaster 
University 

2014: Keynote Invited Speaker at ‘Re-Examining Intervention: Rising Powers’ 
Approaches to Conflict Resolution’, International Conference of Global 
Mediation Unit, Rio de Janeiro 

2014: Invited Lecture at the Gregg Center for the Study of War, University of New 
Brunswick, Canada 

2013: Invited Lecture at the Keough-Naughton Institute for Irish Studies, University of 
Notre Dame 

2013: Invited Lecture at the Josef Korbel School of International Studies, University 
of Denver 

2013: Delivered the Annual W B Yeats Lecture, Universidade de Sao Paulo 
2013: Invited Lecture at Universidade de Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte 
2013: Invited Lecture at Northeastern University, Boston, Massachusetts 
2012: Invited Lectures at Pontifical University in Rio de Janeiro 
2012: Invited Lecture at University of Massachusetts in Lowell 
2012: Invited Lecture at Boston College 
2012: Invited Lecture at St Mary’s University, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
2011: Invited Plenary Lecture at the Mitchell Conference on Conflict Resolution at 

Georgetown University, Washington DC 
2011: Invited Lecture, University of Frankfurt 
2010: Invited Lecture, St Andrews University 
2009: Organiser, Keynote Speaker and Leader of Symposium on ‘Conflict 

Transformation’, Soka University, Tokyo, Japan 
2009: Visiting Professor, Department of Political Studies, Hong Kong University 
2009: Keynote Speaker: Symposium on ‘New Perspectives on Recognition’, 

Macquarie University, Australia 
2009: Invited Lecture, Department of Political Science, University of California at 

Santa Barbara 
2008: Invited Plenary Speaker, Conference on ‘Recognition and Solidarity’, 

Collegium for Advanced Study, Helsinki 
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2007: Invited Plenary Speaker, Conference on ‘Global Justice and the Politics of 
Recognition’, University of Nottingham 

2007: Invited Lecture, Department of Political Science, Trinity College Dublin 
2007: Invited Lecture, Department of Philosophy, Queen’s University, Kingston ON, 

Canada 
2007: Invited Lecture, Department Philosophy, University College Cork 
2006: Invited Plenary Speaker, Conference on ‘Democracy, Division and the Public 

Sphere’, Queen’s University Belfast (funded by UK Arts and Humanities 
Research Council) 

2006: Panel accepted and paper delivered at American Political Science Association 
Annual Meeting, Philadelphia 

2006: Invited Lecture at Political Theory Workshops, Manchester Metropolitan 
University 

2006: Plenary Lecture on ‘Critical Theory and Social Hope’ at International 
Colloquium on Philosophy and the Social Sciences, Prague 

2005: Invited Lecture, Department of Politics and International Studies at the 
University of Kent at Canterbury 

2005: Inaugural Professorial Lecture (‘A Critical Theory of Ethno-Political Conflict’) 
on 24 November at Queen’s University 

2005: Invited Lectures, Department of Political Science and Center for British 
Studies, University of California, Berkeley 

2005: Invited Lecture, Department of Political Science, University of Washington, 
Seattle 

2005: Invited Participant at Specialist Seminar on ‘Human Rights and Democracy’, 
Department of Political Science, Princeton University 

2005: Special Seminar, Solomon Asch Center, University of Pennsylavania, 
Philadelphia 

2004: Invited Lecture, Department of Politics, University of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
England 

2004: Invited Lecture, Department of Philosophy, University of Sydney 
2004: Invited Lecture, Department of Political Science, University of Melbourne 
2004: Invited Lecture, Department of Philosophy, University of New South Wales, 

Sydney 
2004: Invited Lecture, Social and Political Theory Research Programme, Australian 

National University, Canberra 
2004: Keynote Speaker at Colloquim on ‘Critical Theory Today’, Centre for Research 

on Social Inclusion, Macquarie University, Sydney 
2004: Public Lecture, Department of Philosophy, Macquarie Univeristy, Sydney 
2004: Plenary Address to Conference on ‘Thinking Towards Humanity’ Manchester 

University 
2004: Invited Lecture, Department of Politics and International Studies, University of 

Nottingham 
2004: Invited Lecture, Centre for Equality Studies, University College Dublin 
2003: Invited Lecture, Department of Politics, Sheffield University 
2002: Plenary Speaker, Conference for the Study of Political Thought, Oxford 

University 
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2002: Workshop Director at the European Consortium of Political Research Joint 
Sessions, Turin 

2002: Invited Contributor at Expert Workshop on Ethnic and Cultural Identities, 
University of Amsterdam 

2002: Plenary Address to Conference on ‘Pluralism’, Manchester University 
2000: Invited Speaker, ‘Impartiality and Diversity’ Panel of the PSA Annual 

Conference, LSE, London 
2000: Invited Speaker and Panel Convenor for the World Congress of Political 

Science, Quebec City 
1999: Invited Lecture, Department of Philosophy, University College Cork 
1999: Invited Lecture, Department of Politics, University College Dublin 
1999: Invited Lecture, Department of Politics, Glasgow University 
1998: Invited Speaker, World Congress of Philosophy, Boston, Massachusetts. 
 

 


